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Growing concerns of a coronavirus pandemic underscore the importance of universal 
healthcare and paid leave for employees.  
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, a coronavirus named COVID-19 has 
been detected in 50 locations internationally, including the United States. On January 
31, 2020, Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared a public 
health emergency for the United States to aid the national healthcare community’s 
response. 
 
“The reality is that people who hold jobs that involve personal contact such as in 
hospitality, food service, retail, agriculture, and childcare are more likely to be 
uninsured, under-insured, and unable to take paid time off. It puts everyone at risk when 
people can’t get the care they need and can’t afford to stay home from work when they 
are sick,” said Celeste Williams, the Democratic candidate for Arkansas’s Third 
Congressional District. 
 
Another worrying aspect of this pandemic is the confusing response from the Trump 
administration. 
 
“It is the job of a leader to provide truthful and accurate information to the public and the 
healthcare community in order to protect the public health. A public health emergency 
has been declared however the White House downplayed the potential impact and then 
barred the top U.S. disease specialist from speaking to the public about it,” said 
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Williams. “As a nurse practitioner, I know we cannot silence the experts. Public health 
must be directed by facts and science.” 
 
According to Governor Asa Hutchinson, there are currently no confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Arkansas though 10 people who recently returned from international travel 
are being monitored.  
 
“The most important things everyone can do right now to protect against coronavirus, or 
any contagious illness, are to get recommended vaccines, stay home if you're sick, 
wash your hands frequently, cough and sneeze into your elbow or a tissue (not your 
hands), and stock your pantry in case you need to stay home unexpectedly for an 
extended period of time,” said Williams. 
 
BIO: Celeste is a graduate of Southern Nazarene University and the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. She works as a family nurse practitioner, and is a 
member of the American Nurses Association, Arkansas Nurses Association, and the 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners. She is active in her community through 
Rotary and her church. She lives just outside of Bella Vista with her husband, four 
children, chickens, a Rhodesian Ridgeback, 2 peacocks, 3 ducks, 2 rabbits, and a 
bearded dragon. 
 


